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                         WCM .  Mill Cottage, Mill Lane, Grampound , Cornwall TR2 4RU  
                                  WHITE CROSS CHRISTMAS NEWS LETTER 2009 

 
 
To all our friends and supporters, 
 
It was 20 years ago that I first sat down to write you all an appeal letter, and now Christmas is approaching 
and I am at it yet again! 
 We are in touch with Romania all the time and are very much involved in all that is going on. My last visit 
was in September and since then Tony Rule has been out with Signe Rue, and Diane Veal went out a 
couple of weeks later. There have been a lot of changes but we all agreed that the children  seem very 
happy.  Ana Marie is doing a great job in finding the right placements for the young people. Gabor is now 
living in Suncuius, Attila Dobos is in Beznea, Andrei is in Bratca and Craciun is in Balnaca. All these boys 
have permanent homes with families and they help with work on the family farms. 
Elemer is still working for the owner of the Dracula hotel and has his own apartment. Ergie is working for 
a family as a nanny to a small girl. The grandparents have recently changed their will and are now leaving 
their home to Ergie when they die.  
 
Florin’s family came looking for him and he went home to live with his 
mother and her brother. His father is dead and Florin will inherit a 
substantial house and land. He came back with his uncle to visit his old 
friends and he looked smart and happy. Bela, Cristi and Viorel have set up a 
home on their own in a little house kindly donated by Peter Sidgwick and 
are doing really well. They have their Benefit from the State and they make 
extra money by doing jobs for people in the village. Cristi is a good cook 
and it looks as though this will become a permanent arrangement. 
Gusti and Sylviu have gone to Cadea as a step towards going on a building 
and decorating course in Oradea. 
Ana and Cornelia moved into the Wood House in the hotel grounds and 
made a good start to living on their own but more work needs to be done on 
the house and so the girls will move into House 2 for the winter and start 
again in the Spring. 
 
Things are changing all the time and what I am writing may well be out of date by the time you read it ! 
The remaining young people are now divided between two houses, house 2 and house 5. 
 House 2 (Trandafir) we hope to make in to a home for 6 or 7 girls with a single house mother who visits 
daily and who does not live in. We will be doing our best to make this little farm as productive as possible 
so that, with their State Benefits, they can live comfortably and pay for the House mother out of the farm 
profits. After seeing how well Cristi and the boys are managing we have realised the girls could easily do 
the same. They will have a cow, pigs and chickens. They already have a poly tunnel and are really good at 
caring for the vegetables. We are also actively looking into the possibility of setting up an apple press so 
that they can produce apple juice to sell to the hotels and shops in the area. 
 
This will leave us about 8 boys and girls to live in House 5 (St Peter’s) . These young people need more 
assistance than the others and some will need help all their lives.  They are all in their early twenties so 
they will need care for another 50 years at least. Scary or what?! 
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The local Council said last year that they would take over the running of the houses but they are wavering 
now as we feared they might. This is why we have stayed close and this is why we  have been looking for 
positive alternatives for as many as young people as possible. We felt that if we could just reduce the 
salary bill the Council might manage but it is not looking very hopeful. We have 2 options open to us. 
Firstly we can go again to the Children’s Department and try and negotiate a better deal with them. The 
last time we talked they were saying that they would take over the running of the houses 
 but they wouldn’t guarantee to keep on  the House Mothers and they wouldn’t agree not to move the 
young people around to other establishments. This might still be the best option but it’s a worrying one. 
The other option is to raise one million pounds ourselves and create a Trust in the names of the remaining 
young people so that they are cared for long after we are dead and gone. 
 
So now you know why I am writing! 
 
We need £10,000 to set up the apple press business with the girls, £1,000,000 to safeguard the future of the 
youngsters in House 5 AND (While you are in the mood) Anamarie needs a better 4 wheel drive to get her 
around. The one we bought for her father 10 years ago has finally given up the ghost. We propose to look 
around for a decent LH drive vehicle here in UK and Ben (Heather’s son) will drive it out. So we need a 
further £10,000 for that too! We might all be getting old and decrepit but we could do it if we tried!  
 

Some of you will know that I have just had 
another time in hospital. Yet another cancer to be 
taken out. It was a particularly nasty time but I 
had a good surgeon and I was supported by so 
many prayers that I am now on the mend again. 
Thank you all so much. One thing that kept me 
going was the knowledge that there was still work 
to do in Romania and I am determined to see that 
everyone of our young people is as safe and as 
secure as possible.  I will be retiring again from 
Parish work at Christmas and will be moving in 
with my son Philip and his family in Grampound. 
It is his address at the top of this letter and this 
will be the new address for the White Cross from 
now on. Philip has been helping me with the 

Charity from the beginning and  will be going out to Romania with Hilary and Heather to run the 
Christmas party for the young people this year in my place. Once I get my strength back I will be able to 
give a bit more time to the business of fund raising and promoting the Guest House. I will also have a bit 
more time to spend in my little old house in Romania. I’m looking forward to that! 
Until we have the future of all the youngsters reasonably secure I will be continuing to write appeal letters. 
If you know anyone with a great deal of money or someone whose firm is looking to support a charity, 
please write to me giving names and details, and don’t forget to add the White Cross Mission to your wills. 
Your love accompanies your gifts and prayers and will live on in these youngsters for many years to come. 
Nothing that is good ever dies.  
 
During the summer of this year Pat Jenkin from Redruth died of cancer. Pat has been an amazingly hard 
worker for the White Cross and with Diane Veal  she started and ran the White Cross Friends Group in 
Redruth. Our sympathies must go to her husband John and her family. Her passing is a great loss to us all. 
Unfortunately Jenny Townsend is still very poorly but is determined not to give in and is using every 
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possible moment to get out and about with Jeff in their new camper van. MaryAnn Hensinger who  heads 
up our White Cross Mission USA is also not at all well and I am sure you will join with me in wishing her 
and Jenny every blessing.  
 
My sister Rosalind has been going out to the Guest House for a couple of years now and on one trip she 
met up with the Baptist Church Youth Band from the village of Beznea. She was so impressed by their 
playing that she arranged a series of concerts for them in Kent and brought them over this October. They 
received standing ovations at all their concerts and won the respect of many people. We are hoping that 
some of the members of the Manwood’s Choir will pay them a return visit early next year. A big thank you 
must go to Neil Shawcross who put up the money to bring them over, to Rosalind, the choirs, the hosts and 
of course to the band members themselves. £3000 was added to our coffers as a result of this effort.  
 
During this year the Guest House has made good progress. In addition to the organised courses there has 
been a steady stream of independent visitors as well as a few local weddings, baptism parties and funeral 
wakes. The local High School also used it for their leaver’s ball. As the Guest House was built with 
donations rather than Bank loans we have the advantage of starting this venture without debts. This means 
that we don’t have to panic if we have days or even weeks when there are no guests. Electricity, water and 
fuel bills have all been paid as have the Council Taxes and insurances. The staff only work when there are 
guests. In this time of recession I think we have done well to keep our heads above water and I have great 
hopes for the future. 
 
On the back page of this letter you will find a copy of the programme of courses for 2010. Something on it 
might attract you, but if not you might consider buying a holiday for a friend or a member of your family. 
If you phone me I will help you with travel arrangements and answer your questions. It really isn’t that 
difficult and you’ll love it once you get there. 
In 2010 we are running 2 task force weeks. One in March/April to build the little chapel in the Guest 
House grounds. (This is already fully booked) and one in June to accompany Hilary Hopkins who is going 
to teach the boys and girls of House 5 a few simple crafts. We want them to have pride in the fact that they 
can make things good enough to be sold so that they can earn a little money and be a bit more independent. 
The only qualification needed for this is abundant patience and a very easy going nature!  You will see that 
the cost of this week is very low. The cost will be supplemented by the White Cross as those going will be 
working on behalf of the charity. 
 
You will also see that we are already advertising an apple Harvest week at House 2. You will be working 
this week too but it should be such fun and such a popular week that we would be very unbusinesslike if 
we lowered the price.  
Please look and see if there is anything that appeals to you. 
Those of you who have been before will be pleased to know that you can now travel via Luton to Cluj 
Napoca on Wizz Air for as little as £59 return if you book early enough. By landing in Cluj you avoid the 
long taxi ride from Budapest which we all agree is a real killer! The Wizz Air flights are all very early in 
the morning but hopefully other companies will offer flights soon and we may get a choice of better times. 
I’ll stop now and leave more room for photos. I hope you all have a very happy Christmas . You are all 
very special people who have been loyal and wonderful friends for so long. Thanks to you our young 
people, who had such a terrible start in life, are now smiling and happy. I am so grateful to you all. 
 
God bless!  
 
With much love          Pat 


